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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural — Leader of the House) [10.01 pm]: I move — 

 That the house do now adjourn. 

Assault against Public Officer — Adjournment Debate 
HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan) [10.01 pm]: Unfortunately, I want to talk about a case of how 
this government has dealt with an alleged assault on a public officer, which of course is what we were talking 
about earlier this evening. The public officer is a mental health nurse by the name of Christine. It is alleged that 
Christine was stabbed with a screwdriver 23 times in the head, the shoulder, the abdomen and the limbs by a 
patient who was known to her. It happened one morning as she walked from her car to the forensic mental health 
clinic in Wellington Street where she worked. This occurred in September last year, six months ago. Christine 
was hospitalised for a significant length of time and she has been off work since then. I have met and talked with 
Christine a number of times. I have also met and talked with her daughter. I have met and talked with some of 
her work colleagues. The aspect of this situation that I wish to discuss is the low priority that the Minister for 
Health gave to this issue. He gave a low priority to the legislation that we heard about earlier today until he was 
forced to bring it on as a result of an unfortunate incident with a police officer. He gave it low priority in practice 
as well. 

Christine has worked as a mental health nurse for 30 years, mostly in the forensic mental health area. This is a 
most difficult area, and she is truly committed to the work that she has done in those years. In the six months 
until my last contact with Christine, the Minister for Health, whom I consider to be heartless and uncaring, had 
made no contact with her. There was no phone call, no letter, no get well card and no bunch of flowers sent to 
the hospital—nothing! This is despite Christine’s daughter writing to him in October and Christine herself 
writing to him on 2 January. Christine was not contacted by either the Director General of Health or the 
executive director, mental health, Steve Patchett, who used to be a colleague of Christine’s and used to work in 
forensic mental health before he became executive director, mental health.  

Christine and the staff at the clinic have said that they feel more traumatised by the way that Christine has been 
mistreated by the system than the actual incident itself. Christine feels abandoned, unsupported and totally 
ignored. When the review into the incident took place, neither Christine nor her work colleagues were 
interviewed. The report was described by the senior psychiatrist at the outpatient clinic as an “embarrassment”, 
and it was obvious that the review had not been taken seriously and should be rejected. Why on earth could 
Minister McGinty not pick up the telephone, write a letter or make contact with Christine? Why on earth could 
the Department of Health not give her some personal support to help her work through how she can manage 
these difficult times, what will happen next and what the options are for finance etc that she is grappling with? 
Christine deserves a medal, not the heartless and uncaring treatment she has received to date. 

I think the answer to why the minister could not make any contact with Christine lies in the conflicts of interest 
around his roles. The minister is her employer; he is the head of the Metropolitan Health Service Board. As her 
employer, he may well be negligent: requests for security upgrades were ignored. The executive director was 
alerted about this possible circumstance a week before it occurred—by email. A business case, almost two years 
ago, for improved services in forensic mental health has been ignored, and the recommendation in a WorkSafe 
audit for personal duress alarms, which were meant to have been installed by July last year, is still outstanding. 
This issue obviously has low priority for this government.  

The WorkSafe audit took place immediately after Debbie Freeman’s bashing, which was four years ago. The 
need for duress alarms was identified then. When I asked questions about this early last year, I was told that they 
would definitely be finished and installed by the end of July 2007. Here we are, in March 2008, four years after 
the WorkSafe audit was undertaken, and they have not been installed. These alarms are low priority to this 
government, but at the same time it can build a whole Subiaco office for the former Director General of the 
Department of Health and it can commence and put in place enormous amounts of money for the Office of 
Shared Services, but it cannot put in duress alarms for mental health nurses.  

Mr McGinty may well have a conflict as her employer, because he is the board—namely, the legal entity by 
which she is employed. She could not go to him as her minister to complain about her employer, nor could he 
respond to her as the minister, because, as the minister and the board, he is not at arm’s length. As the Attorney 
General, who would the employer—or the minister—get advice from about whether to accept negligence or 
consider some form of compensation, as was necessary in the Debbie Freeman case?  

When Debbie Freeman was bashed unconscious, the Attorney General made a $107 000 payment, saying it was 
an ex gratia payout. This was reported as follows — 

WA Attorney-General Jim McGinty said the ex-gratia payment would not create a precedent for others. 
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“This payment was approved because of the extraordinary circumstances faced by Ms Freeman, who 
was horrifically bashed while doing the job she loved,” . . . 

That was in October 2004. It is no wonder that the minister, or the employer, or the Attorney General—I do not 
know which hat he should wear when he does pick up the phone, if ever he does—could not make contact with 
this nurse, because in every one of those circumstances I think he would find himself very deficient if he did 
make the call. 

On 7 February I visited the East Perth clinic of the State Forensic Mental Health Service. The staff told me that 
before I arrived they were told that if they spoke to me they would face dismissal. When I raised this matter, in 
the presence of the staff, with the person who I was told had actually said that, she did not deny it; she actually 
justified it. This is happening in an environment in which State Forensic Mental Health Service outpatient 
numbers have doubled over the past year, with no attendant increase in resources. It is happening in a situation in 
which it is extremely difficult to get a person into the Frankland Centre for assessment. At the same time as I 
was being informed about how bad this is, I was told about a situation involving a mentally ill gentleman with a 
young pregnant wife and small children. He was convinced that their house had been bugged and had forbidden 
his wife from speaking aloud. She spoke aloud and he assaulted her in an attempt to keep her quiet. She called 
the police for protection. When the police arrived, they immediately saw that this chap was ill, but they could not 
get him into the Frankland Centre; they had to charge him and put him in the lockup for the night. That is where 
he stayed until he could be transferred to the Frankland Centre the following day. This is the situation of the 
State Forensic Mental Health Service. Police have to charge mentally ill people in order to get them some 
treatment. It is absolutely ridiculous. This is the same government that talks about giving priority to this 
legislation, but in practice the behaviour of the minister demonstrates that it will never be a priority because it is 
too difficult for him; he wears too many hats. 

One Mile Jetty, Carnarvon — Adjournment Debate 
HON VINCENT CATANIA (Mining and Pastoral) [10.12 pm]: Members may know that on 27 October 
2007, a fire destroyed 66 metres of the One Mile Jetty at Carnarvon. The jetty has been closed off ever since. 
Many locals fear that the closure will devastate local businesses and tourist numbers. Many businesses have 
reported a drop in tourist numbers since the fire. The closure has had a devastating effect on the Carnarvon 
Heritage Group, which is made up mostly of volunteers, but it also employed staff who have since been laid off. 
With persistence, the heritage group has raised funds and private donations from local businesses to keep the 
dream alive and to restore the jetty to its original condition. To date, the heritage group has raised $50 000 to 
keep some of its staff employed in running the jetty train to the section that has been damaged. Last Saturday 
night the heritage group held a fundraiser at the Carnarvon Woolshed. It managed to get 350 people through the 
door and raised $10 000. It was a very successful night, helped along by a local Carnarvon band, Oddsox, which 
is made up of schoolteachers and some of the ordinary folk of Carnarvon. The event, “Rock the Woolshed”, 
managed to get people involved in efforts to raise funds for the jetty. It was great to see such a wide cross-
section of the community come together for a common cause and enjoy themselves. Not only was the night a 
great success with people coming through the doors and contributing funds across the bar, but also I had the 
pleasure of representing Hon Michelle Roberts, the Minister for Heritage. On behalf of the minister and the 
National Trust, I was able to announce funding of $100 000 towards securing and transporting materials such as 
timber that are needed to start the process of restoring such an important social, economic and historical piece of 
infrastructure in the Gascoyne.  

This has brought to an end a period of uncertainty for the community and will ensure the conservation of one of 
Carnarvon’s great heritage assets. Not only was it received very enthusiastically by the people who attended on 
Saturday night, but also it gives hope to the volunteers who are passionate about the One Mile Jetty and who 
every day work to the best of their ability to ensure that it is maintained and that the tram can continue to operate 
and take people out to the end of the jetty. That funding is a start. I am hopeful that more funds will be provided 
in the future to ensure that the jetty is restored to its original condition and continues to help tourism in the 
Gascoyne to thrive. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.16 pm 
__________ 

 
 
 


